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        Hubs
        The expertise hubs enrich the international profile of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. They enable joint work across regions through their focus on globally relevant policy issues. These include questions of international financial and economic policy, digital policy, security, development and human rights policy.
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        Germany
        We are Active in over 60 Countries: The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is committed to working with all its strength for a liberal world. Our core concern is the realization of freedom and responsibility. We promote the development of democratic, market-based and constitutional structures so that more and more people can live in a liberal, democratic society.
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        Through the connection of EU experts, civil society, and decision makers we seek to foster open dialogue and discuss liberal policy solutions to European challenges. Together with our liberal partners, we develop formats and campaigns to promote rule of law, free markets and human rights. Moreover, we coordinate EU co-funded projects in the field of democracy support, development cooperation and human rights protection.
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        Middle East and North Africa
        Through our seven offices in the MENA Region, we actively promote the political debate to support innovative liberal approaches and solutions. Our projects are liberal platforms on which the Foundation's partners from the Gulf to the Levant and the entire southern side of the Mediterranean can provide creative impulses and discuss geopolitical issues.
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        Sub-Saharan Africa
        From our seven offices in Sub-Saharan Africa, we focus on promoting political networking. We are committed to strengthening liberalism and promoting human rights, the rule of law and the social market economy.
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        America
        In North America, our focus is on the transatlantic partnership, which we see as a supporting pillar for the security and stability of Western democracies. We encourage the political debate and develop innovative liberal approaches. In Latin America we work to promote strong democratic institutions, respect for human rights and rule of law as well as promoting liberal dialogue throughout the region.
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        Asia
        With its offices in Asia, the foundation supports programs to strengthen democratic processes, particularly free and fair elections, and transparent and accountable governance. The Foundation in the region also showcases innovation as a tool to encourage civic participation that further promotes freedom.
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    Sub-Saharan Africa



    
      
    The future of Africa is often regarded in a strangely unimaginative and pessimistic way. Yet Africa today is full of diversity, economic potential and innovative development. 


However, the continent faces numerous challenges. As a liberal foundation, we believe that sustainable development depends on strong democratic institutions. Through our activities, we therefore promote liberal policies such as human rights, the rule of law, innovation, digitalisation and free trade. 


From our offices in Johannesburg, Cape Town, Harare, Dar es Salaam, Nairobi, Abidjan and Dakar, we support partners in several African countries in advocating liberal values and implementing democratic structures.
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                    08.04.2024
                                          Masechaba  Mdaka
                                      

                  Rwandan Genocide Commemoration: What Should We Be Asking?

                  Memorialisation of significant historical moments, especially those that shifted perspectives on humanity, will and should find their space in people’s minds throughout time. April 7th marks the start of the Rwandan People’s 100-day period of national mourning to commemorate the atrocity that befell their country and tore at the very social and cultural fabric of their identity. Families were torn apart by the conflict, leaving behind scores of orphaned children. Many of these children found themselves in adoption systems around the world, in border country refugee statuses, or were raised by those who survived within the country.
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    Just Released From Prison, Now President


  

  
  Senegal is facing a political upheaval: Bassirou Diomaye Faye, released from prison just ten days ago, unexpectedly wins in the first round of the election. His running mate, the popular Ousmane Sonko, was excluded from the candidacy. This surprising turn of events serves as a clear sign against the establishment and signals a strong desire for change among the Senegalese people. What does this significant shift mean for the future direction and stability of the country?
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    Leaders Converge to Discuss South Africa's Future


  

  
  With South Africa being in an election year, the focus of this year's Daily Maverick The Gathering was on prospects after the elections on 29 May. Leaders from what is called "new politics" engaged in discussing what they perceive as wrong with South Africa and how they plan to "fix, save, and rescue" the country from what they called a "morally corrupt government" led by the ruling party, the African National Congress. 
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    Alice in Wonderland?


  

  
  President Cyril Ramaphosa delivered his potentially last State of the Nation Address (SONA) as the country stands just a few months away from national elections. While he emphasises progress, critics see a reality far from the proclaimed successes. Corruption, unemployment, and a persistent energy crisis cast doubt and could shake confidence in the ruling party. The SONA is always held at the beginning of the year and is considered a significant political event in South Africa. 
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    Russian advance in Africa?


  

  
  Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso want to leave the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The West African economic community has "deviated from the ideals of its founding fathers and the spirit of Pan-Africanism," according to a joint statement from the three states governed by military juntas. Alexandra Heldt, Project Director for the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom in West Africa, explains what the withdrawal means for the region and for Europe. 
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  Embarking on a mission to unravel the intricacies of democracy and youth disengagement in the electoral process, Reality Check emerges as a civic education and online debate platform. The main question it wants to answer is: Why are countless young individuals opting out of the election process? Leading the discussions on Reality Check are Redi Tlhabi, an award-winning journalist, and Ben Cashdan, an economist and writer with experience in current affairs TV. 
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  Over nearly three decades, Artificial Intelligence (AI) has not only existed but has dynamically evolved, fundamentally altering the manner in which we interact with technology. This evolution encompasses diverse forms of AI, each introducing novel approaches to accessing, collating, and interpreting information. Consequently, the human-technology interface has undergone a profound transformation, reshaping the very fabric of our engagement with the digital realm. However, amidst this transformative journey, critical questions emerge.                           
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    Corruption, A Human Rights Crisis And Economic Menace


  

  
  Human rights groups and scholars in sub-Saharan Africa say that corruption is a human rights violation, denying the poor in the region access to basic services like healthcare, education, electricity, clean water, and sanitation facilities. Calls are growing louder for ethical governance and more stringent measures to curb corruption, which rights groups say is the number one problem hampering development in the region, as corrupt elites loot funds meant for national development. 
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    Challenges and Struggles Faced by Persons with Disabilities Across Africa


  

  
  Many are the tears of the African people living with disabilities, pummelled by poverty from all directions, yet with governments brandishing sound national disability policy documents. Celebrated every third of December, the International Day of Persons with Disabilities is an international observance endorsed by the United Nations since 1992. Three decades later, Africa’s disability activists see nothing positive about the observance of the day. 
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    Unveiling Africa's Imperative: Priorities and Urgencies at COP28 for Climate Justice


  

  
  COP28 kicks off and African negotiators arrive with a particular sense of moral and practical urgency. Since the last such conference, the region has been battered by an unprecedented series of natural disasters driven by climate change – from historic levels of drought in the Horn of Africa to storms of record strength in southern Africa and Libya. Seven out of ten of the countries worst affected by climate change in the world today are in Africa.
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    Podium Finish - Celebrating Our Female Human Rights Defenders In Africa


  

  
  Today, on 29 November, we commemorate the United Nations International Day for Women Human Rights Defenders. As we approach the year's end, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation takes a moment to reflect on the accomplishments of our human rights defender partners from Sub-Saharan Africa. The FNF Africa regional programme has the privilege and honour of collaborating with remarkable stalwarts and game-changers dedicated to defending human rights. 
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    An Outlook of Continued Unity and Positivity Ahead of October 2025!


  

  
  Effective campaigning and communication hinge on messaging, which plays a central role not only during election periods but also in maintaining and growing your support base, as well as keeping others connected with your cause. Bringing a manifesto's vision to life is a testament to real-time leadership and effective action. FNF Africa, in collaboration with LDS in Seychelles, recently conducted a two-day intensive training workshop for youth campaign activists. 
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    Zimbabwean Author Tsitsi Dangarembga Honoured with Africa Freedom Prize


  

  
  Zimbabwean author Tsitsi Dangarembga has been awarded the prestigious Africa Freedom Prize by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. The award ceremony took place on 5 October 2023 at the iconic and packed Market Theatre in Johannesburg, South Africa, where Dangarembga was celebrated for her outstanding contributions to literature and social justice. 
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    Zimbabwean Author Tsitsi Dangarembga to Receive Prestigious Africa Freedom Prize


  

  
  The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is proud to announce that it will be awarding the Africa Freedom Prize to renowned Zimbabwean author, novelist, playwright, and screenwriter, Tsitsi Dangarembga, in recognition of her unwavering resilience and commitment to the cause of political reform and freedom in Zimbabwe. Tsitsi Dangarembga, a prominent literary figure, gained international acclaim for her literary works and activism. 
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    Navigating Afro-Euro Realities in the Virtual Sphere


  

  
  Embarking on a visionary quest, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation introduces an innovative initiative titled "Unity Rift: Exploring Afro-Euro Realities in Virtual Space," aligned under the rallying call of #ReshapeEurope. This groundbreaking endeavour aims to invigorate Europe's resilience and assertiveness in countering global threats to freedom. This project aims to revitalize the European model of open, democratic societies and their creativity both within and outside the continent.
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      Exciting News for #Zimbabwe Innovators! 🇿🇼 Falling Walls is coming to Zimbabwe! 

Which wall will YOUR research break? Pitch your groundbreaking idea in just 3 minutes and make a difference in science and society. 🌍🔬

👉 GET THE APPLICATION INFORMATION HERE: https://bit.ly/3xrW6tn

Don't miss this chance to showcase your innovation on a global stage! 🌟 Apply now and let's break some walls together! 🚧
 
#FallingWalls #Innovation #Science
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